roYr DEF: 


' THE VOICE OF GOD, 
The Officers of the Army. 


Wherein 


Is ſhewed diredtly and politively, what is the indubita- 
le way in which they ouzhr now to walk : wherein 
if they do walk, ic will aſſuredly oo well with them, and 
. the Lord of Hoſts will be-in- the mid{t of them, 

and the God of Jacob will be their refuge. 
BEING 


Some Precepts which the Lord ſet upon 


tae Heartof a poor Creature to ſhew unto them ; 
The which it they obey nor, will be one wit- 
neſs for God againſt them,thar he left them 
not wichour Remembrancers ; ; he having 


many other ſuchwitneſles i in this 
Nation, and in this City, 


Yee are my _ if you do whatſoever I command you, 
oh, 15 
If gs os theſe things , happy are yeif ye doe them, Joh, 


£3. IF, 
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T :HÞ Authour (who defifzs not to be publickly known, is z1otwithſtand- 


ing well known to the-Lord Flectwood, and ſeveral other Officers + 
of the Army) hath appointed 5co. »f theſe ſhects.to be given a- - 
mong the Officers, mecting at wallingſoid Houſe, 


3 (1) 
 ——— 
Tothe Lord Fleetwoo 
-- of theOffſicers of the Army, intheir 
General Council, 


the Lord, aflembled by the- Lord, to conſult abour ſuch 
thingsas the Lord hach derermined to bring to paſs, for 

the glory of his great name in the earth. 
Having heard thar it was your deſire, that all the Lords prople 
ſhould pray for you ; profeſſing your ſelves (to be weak and feeble, 


Y Lord, and you the Gentlemen of the General Council ; or 
by rather, Honoured Brethren , who I hope are in the fear of x, 


4nd not able of your ſelves,: ro do any ſervice for God) to be in rhe: 


dark, and not knowing (unleſs the Lord ſhould guide you) what ro do, 
nor howto manage the great Aﬀairs that are in your hands : I find- 
ing my ſelf engaged, to beg mercy from the Lord for-you , did this 
morning finde theſe following impreſſions. on my heart, ro preſenc 
unto you from the Lord, | 

And I intrear you to examine them ; and beſecch you, in the name 
of th: Lord, to conſider ſeriouſly of whar herein you in your own ſpi- 
Tits ſhall be perſwaded and aflured is-fromthe Lord (whar you ſhall 
finde elſe, if there be any thing elſe, you may trample under:-your feet, 
aS a veſlel in which is no pleaſure) and be ſure you neither flight ir, 
nor prove diſovedient to it ; leſt you forſake your own mercy, and 
chuſe your own ruine, Thus ſaith-the Lord, thy redeemer, thz holy On? of 


"Iſrael, I am the Lord thy God, which teacheth thee to profit, which leadcth 


ee by the way that thou ſhouldeſt go; © that thou hadft hearkened to my 
commandments ! then bad thy peace ve:a as 4 river, and thy righteouſnejs 


as the waves of the Sea, 1{a. 48. 18, 19. 


This word of the Lord I beſcech you to weigh, an41 to obſerve,ro pre- 
pare you to reccive and to hearken to the will and ro the Commandg- 
ments of Lord , as they are followingly declared unto you, as that 
which is your great concernment to do, in this preſent junfure of 
time 3 which as many of you as are guided by the Spirit of the Lord, 
will ſee and acknowledge, 

You profeſs your ſelves this day to bz weak, and that-you know nor 
which way to go. And it is true, that you do not know of your ſelves ; 
and you will make but poor work of what you do, if you be left ro your 
ſelves, and to your own weakneſſes : you will rather bring trouble on 
your ſelves, and diſtreſs on th:ſe Nations , then do your ſelves or them 
any good, if thz Lord do not wonderfully appear, to guide you. 

Bur for your encouragem?nr,confider firſt, Thar though poor creatures, 


that are in-truth the Lords ſervants , know not how to cure rhemſelves, 


when rent and torn, nor how to profit nor adyantage others by remo- 
ving from one condition to another , thar yer the Lord, who is the holy 
One of Iſrael, is their Redeemer, and their God, and will nor caſt them 


As Thus 


d, nd the reſt 


' 


m:ditate 
terror, Ia. 
3 Zo | 8 LI 


4 2) 

Thus ſaith the Lord, thy Redeemer, rhe holy One of Iſrael, I am 
the Lard thy God. - | ; EE... 

And Secondly, Thar this Lord, who is their Redcemer and their 
God, is he that tcacheth them profit : Ir 1s. he that helps them in 
their undertakings, which they undertake in the fear of his Name : fo 
that they ſhall nor labour in vain, and weary themſelyes for very va- 
nity ; but ſhall do whar they do to purpoſe *; ſhall do it with aivan- 
rage, {hall do it with profit, I amthe Lord thy God, wh:ch teacheth th:e 
to projit. 

po Thirdly, Thar he is the Lord, that doth lead his people, when 
they know not which way to go, bur are wholly in the dark, and give 
up themſclves to him, to be led and guided : and when they will nor 
lean to their own underſtanding, bur commir their way unto the Lord ; 
that then he is the Lord, that doth lead them in the way they ſhould 
go, in which th:y ought to go : hewill lead them into a right way, and 
they ſhall nor erre therein, 1 a the Lord thy God, which teacheth thee 
r0 profit, which leadeth thee in the way that thou (hauldeſt go. 

And theſe things conſidered, are encouragements enough for all the 
Lords poor ſervants in ſuch a caſe : what can they defire more > 

And now dear Sirs, If you do in fincerity defire to know, how yeu 
may profit your ſelves and theſe poor Nations, and to be led in rhg 
way that you ſhoutd go ; Then confider the following word of the 
Lord : O that thou badft heark?acd to my commandments, thin had thy peace 
b:ea as a river, aad thy righteouſneſs as the wavis of the ſea: which 
doth imply, that when the Lord would rcach his people to profit, and 
Icad them in the way they ſhould go, there is ſomerimes an aptneſs in 
them ro turn the deaftear, and not to heaiken to his Commandments 
bur rather toliſtzn to the Idols that are ſet up in their own hearts, 
which frequently brings th:m into diſtreſs, Bur he tells them, thar if 
they had hearkened unto him, then their ſouls wouid have been full of 
pctace, then had they abounded in holineſs ; whereas when they walk 
in other waies, they do not know peace ; and they have poor, barren, 
dead, unfruirful hearrs in the waies of righteouſneſs; but ſaith the Lord, 
If tho 11ſt bearkened to my commandments, thea had thy peace been as a 
+iver, and thy righteouſneſs as the waves of the ſea, 

* Bur Now Sirs, If you do indeed defire to know the Lords mind, and if 

J-r. 42. You be not as thoſe of which the Propher Feremah ſpeaks , thar deſired 
in word, that they might know the mind of che Lord ; and yer were re- 

folyea bcfore-hand whar to do ; which reſolution of theirs proved their 

ruinc, becauſe it led them to do contrary to the mind of the Lord : then, 

In the firſt place, I muſt rell you, thar this is the mind and will of 

: the Lo:d, Thar you ſhould deny your ſelves,” Mat. 16+ 24, If any main will 
Mar.13.34* come cfter mr, ler b'm denyhmpelf, and take up his croſs and follow me : (rhe 
Luk. 9. :3*Greck word is, utterly deny n:melf.) 

Thar rhis is your greatduty, and that ir is the Lords mind and will 
rhar you ſhould thus do at this preſent time, is a-truth that none of you, 
I helieve,willdire to oppoſe or gainſay in words ; but you will acknow- 
ledge, that ſcli-denial is a blefled vertue where'it is ; and that ir is 


that which the Lord commands, and requires you that profeſs your - 


zelves to be followers of him re do, And if fo, then, O be not found 


diſo- 


— 


CC.  —__ 


difobedient unto the 1:ord herein ; but h-arken unto this his Command=- 
ment, If you can deny that this is the Loxds Commandmentto you, then you 
may a little the more eaſily neglet ir: bur if you cannor bur acknowledge, 
bur that this is your Lords will ; chen ir will be a ſad accounc, that you 
will have to make, if you ſhall ſlight or negle&-ir. | 

Bur, I hope betrer things of you, and therefore do beſcech you in the 
name of the Lord, as though God did beſeech you by me,To deay yourſelves; 
and wharſoever you do, or whatſoever comes to be debated among you, be 
ſure that you lay aſide ſclf-ends, and ſelf-intereſt, and ſelf-concernments; 
and with a holy indignation trample them under your feer, when ever they 
come in competition with any thing, tnar may be fur the glory of God, or 
for the good of his people in general, or the benchfit of this Commonwealth, 

If yau love the Lord, and deſire to keep his Commandments, then mani- 
feſt inall yourdebares and aftions, that you are not a Mercenary Army : 
Thar you the Leaders of the Army in particular are not Mercenary men : 
Thar you have not in your heairs, that curſed weed, che love of money, 
which 15 the root of all evil. | | ; 

Bur tell the Nations in general, that you ſeck nor theirs, but them ; Thar 
you ſeek nor their wealth bur their weale, and manifeſt it in all your a- 
ions, | L.. 

' And herein will God be glorified, when it ſhall be manifeſt unto. the 
world , that thoſe that profeſs themſelves to be his ſervants, do the ſervice 
they do for their God in the world ; for the love they*have ro their God, 
and to his ſervice, and not for the loye of the world, When it ſhall 
be mainfeſt, that the ſervice of God is dearer to them, then the greateſt de- 
lights in the world ; that they prefer opportuniries of ſerving him, and do- 
ing thoſe things that are for the honour and glory of his name, and the 
good of his people, above thcir chief joy, above any-creature-enjoyments 
and comforts that are in themſe}] ves good and lawful, viz, above relations, 
wives, children, parents, brethren, ſiſters, delightful companions, friends, 
fimiliars; above titles of honour, ſtarely houſes, plcaſanr gardens, or what- 
ſoever elſe is delightful unto the ſons of men, that are but Sublunary en- 
Joyments, When ir ſhall be manifeſt ro the world, that they are cloathed 
with the Sun of righteouſneſs the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and have the Moon Rey ; 2, 7, 
under their feet, When their hearts are ſo lifred up in the waies of the _ 
Lord, as they make it their great work in the world, todo the will and work, 
of God. And as the Martyr in another caſe crycdour, None but {briſt, none © OO 
but Chriſt : ſothey make it their great buſineſs in the world to ſerve the 
Lord : And when ſelf-intereſts, or temptations to plcaſe this or thar great 
man comes in, they cry out, None bur the Lord Chriſt ſhall be our Lord 
an1 Mafter, and no work is like his work,no ſeryice is ſo good as his ſervice. 

I ſay, Herein will God be glorified, when it appears that his feryants are 
ſuch, as obey him from their hearrs ; and ſo delight in his ſervice, as they 
are ina holy manner careleſs (according to 1 Pet. 5, 7, Phil. 4.6. Mar. 

6. 25.) of their own concernments, taking no care how to lay up great por- 
tions for their children, and to leave great revenues behinde them, for their 
dear off- ſpring 3; but caſting their care of them ugon the Lord, knowing that. 
the bl:ſhng of the Lord maketh rich, and thar ir is nota careful making 
great proviſion for their Children, that will do them any good, unleſs the 
Lord give them eſtates with his bleſſing ; knowing that many have taken 

A3 | great 


Pſa. 137.6. 
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rear Care to lay up grear eftares. for their Children, and have picreed 


x Tim, 6. chemſelves thorow with many ſorrows to obrain them, and ſuddainly God 


19, 


hath blaſted them : and thoſe children that have had no eſtates laid up for 
them by their Parents, have been enriched, and bleſt with great eſtates, 
when the others haye been in great neceſlities and ſtreighrs, 

And when the Lords ſervants have their hearts ſo engaged in the faith- 
ful ſervice of the Lord, as thar they are ready, as there is occaſion, to lay 
out their eſtates freely for the promoting of the work of the Lord , and are 
not covecous of hoarding up of riches, bur knowing that in laying ir out 
freely for their Lords ſervice, 'they ſhall lay up great portions for their 
children, and it will really turn ro their account ; knowing if they truſt 
th- Lord with their children, that he will ſurely be a fairhful Overſeer of 
them 3 and- they ſhall be no looſers, bur great gainers thereby : 1 ſay, 
When the Lords' ſervants do thus do, they do herein gloritic God, and 
vurchaie great peace for rheir own ſouls, | 

Now Honoured Sirs, Do you not think thar if ſome of you, that haye e- 
ſtares, ſhould declare, that you would ſerve the Commonwealth freely ; and 
ſome of you thar haye nor ſuch eſtates, thar you would ſerve upon the rerms 
Abraham did (Gen. only for what the young men haye earcn) only for 
what isneceflary to maintain you in your ſeveral places, with horſes and 
all neceflary accommodarion ſurable to your places; fo that the world mighc 
have no cauſe to ſay, that henceforward you are made any richer, then you 
now are by the Publick ſtock : Do you not think that this would be for the 
honour of God , and for your own honour alſo, upon the moſt Noble and 
beſt account ? ſurely ir would appear ſo,even in the fight of Heathens and 


Infidels, much more in the fight of good men ; and itbeing your duty, and 
that which the Lord requires of you , it would be your happineſs, if you 


did excel in this eminent vertuec of denying your ſelyes. 

Now thar ſelf-denial, is that which the Lo:d requires of you, and thar 
wcb will make you fir ro do the Lords work,is that which I do fromthe Lord 
declare unto you. Bur how far, and in what manner, and whar degree, E 
have no Commiſſion to declare unto you; as,whether Colonels, Majors, and 
Captains, ſhould be conrent with half pay, or leſs or more : The degree is 
left to your diſcretions, and to your free will ; for what is done,is to be done 
freely, and of a ready minde, or elſe it is not done at all acceprably, Bur 


this I am to tell you,that thoſe thar come to the higheſt degree of true ſclf- 


denial in this day of doing the.Lords work, will be moſt acczprable, whe- 
ther higher or more inferiour Officers, 

And now it will be a point of Wiſdom in you all, to have the Iigheſt 
eſteem of thoſe that are now among you, or thoſe thar ſhall come in among 
you (thart were of you, that upon the account of Conſcience either left you, 
or were pur out from among you) that do appear moſt ſelf-denying, ; and 
whenever you do obſerve ſp22ches or ations in any of you, ſavouring of 


ſelf-ſceking, to be jzalous of fucha man, and every man of his own h:arr in 


» 


ſuch a caſe ; and to account that perſon the more*{uſpitieus, and the more 
unfit for the ſervice of the Lord, in this preſent day. | 
Secondly, Iam to tell you, that the Lord requires you now in an eſp2- 
cial manner to love mercy, and to make it your great care, now you have 
ſuch an opportunity in your hand, ro be found in the works of mercy, 
and to be ſure that you be ſupporters of none in Places of Authori- 


pr —_—_—— 
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ry, bur ſuch as have hearts free and ready to do works of mercy. You 


are not to faſt for ſtrife and debare, and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs, 


bur to be found in the exerciſe of mercy and compaſſion, and bowels of ten- 1c. 52, 


* , 


derneſs'to thoſe that are in diſtreſs ; that you ſhur nor up your bowels of 


compaſlion, and hide nor your ſelves from your awn fleſh; when poor Crea- Neh, 5, 5, 


tures, whoſe fleſh is as your fleſh, and whoſe children are as your children, 
beg your aſſiſtance to procure that for them -, rhar they freely disburſt on a 
publike account; that want it to feed and ctoath their children ; that you 
rurn'not away from ſuch, and ſuch like ſuiters, and yer at the ſame time 
confer great Revenues and great Offices of incoms one upon another ; Bur 
thar you draw out your ſouls to the hungry, and ſarisfic the aftlited Soul, 
by helping them all rhac in you lics, | 

Thar this isa work well pleaſing to God, all rhe Proph=rs and Saints of 
old d6 witneſs ; and that this is the Lords commandment ro you, and th- 
way wherein you ſhould walk,none of you can deny, Oh then ! ler it be 
ſ-rled in yorr hearts, that through the Lords help you will be found doing 
ſuch things while ir is in the power of your hand to do them, and that you 
will nor ſct up nor ſupport any power, bur whart ſhall be free to obey the 
Lord herein, 

Thirdly, To do juſtly, or to cauſe juſtice and righteouſneſs to be ad- 
miniſtred, is another duty, which ' God requires at your hands, and in th.- 
doing whereof you will honour him, ; 

And how great a duty, and how bleſſed a work this is, it is in my pur- 
poſe to preſent a larger Diſcourſe unto you ere long, which I had prepa-. 
red for the Preſs a little before the dzath of the lare ProteRor 3 bur after 
his death until now, I had not a freedom or liberty to make it publike. 

Bur in the mean time, you muſt know, thar it is the 47m Neceſſarium, - 
rhe one moſt nec:flary thing,with reſpe& to the Publike-weal of cheſe Nati- 
ons,that God requires at your hands, - 

When the Lord, as is declared, 1/a, 5, bad fenced and dreſſed his Vinc= 
yard, he looked for judgment and for righteouſnrſs, ver. 7, And ſo you muſt 
know, and I preſume you de know, that now the Lord hath d-liycrcd poor 
England (which is the Vinzyard of the Lord in a more eſpecial manner then 
any-Nation of th: Earth ar this day, there being more of his Saints in ir)from 
rhe rage of the wild Bores of the Foreſt, re Pope and his party,and the lare 
King and his party,@-c.which ſought ro devour them with open mouth;thar 
he looked for Judgment and righteouſneſs here alſo:bur may ir not be ſaid, 
that hicherto,chough he looked for judgment, yet behold oppreſlion ; and 
tor 'righteouſnefs, bur behold a cry > Ir muſt not be thus always; for 


you knowing it is your Lords will, that judgment ſhould run down among 


ou as water, and righteouſneſs as a mighty ſtream, if you do it nor, ſad will 

e your account : he that knew his Lords will and did it not, was to be 
beaten with many ſtrip?s. O therefore, hearken rothe Lords command- 
ments herein, Seck judgm?at, releeve the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, plead 
for the widow .; and then, though your fins have been as ſcarlet, thiy ſhall be 
as white as ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. And if 
you be willing an4 obedient herein, ye ſhall be bleſſed ; but if you refuſe 
and rebel, ſad will be your doom, you and your poſteriry may ſmart for ir, 
to the third and fourth generation ; for though the Lord may pardon the i- 
Aiquity of thoſe that are his own people, yer he may viſit ir with outward 
| — | Po ; | Kripes, - 


fripes; and with blaſtings of the outward eſtates of them and theirs, 

Fourthly, I muſtrell you, that the Lord requires you in all you da, ro 
walk humbly with your God, And thar this is your 'duty,. and a duty of 
great CONCernment unto you, and a way 1n which if jou walk, you will cn« 
Joy the preſence of God, I hope you well know, and none of you will deny 
it. 

The work you are about is great, and it-is too high for you ; it is of 
wonderful concernment ro the glory.of God in all the world ; and now if 
vou be nor more then ordinary vallaſted wit'1 that precious Grace of humi- 
lity, you will ſoon be overturned with ſome ſtrang blaſts of remprations, and 
your veſlel will ſadly miſcarry. O therefore, be little in your own eyes, and 
entertain not a high thought of your ſelves ; do not think your ſelves wiſe 
enough,or ſtrong enough to manage the grear affairs in your hand : Bur 
keep the ſenſe of this ſtill upon your hearts, thar if the Lord leave you to 
your ſelves, you ſhall do norhing bur diſhonour him, and bring diſtreſs and 
rrouble upon your ſelves and upon theſe Nations. And be much in conſi- 
dcring how lamentably you have miſcarried already, and be much in con. 
teſting of it, and confeſling that ſuch is your weakneſs,as thar you ſhall un- 
avoidably miſcarry more {adly then ysu have done herctoforc; if the Lord 
do not grant unto you freſh ſupplies of grace, of wiſdome, ſtrength,courage, 


_ faithfulneſs, and over] mindedneſs, of every grace wich you ſtand in 


reed of, Anddayly conſidering whar poor, weak, worthleſs worms you are , 
be you dayly at thefeer of the Lord, begging your dayly bread, dayly 


firength, dayly mercy ; and lean upon him continually, and never lean t9 


« -> your own underſtanding, nor truſtto your own ſtrengrhzas it you ſtood F. 


cn your own teer ; bur, let bim that thinketh he ſtandeth, take becd leſt be ſall + 


"and do all you do in fear and trembling, and lcaning upon the Lord, ez 


T{a.«7. 15. 
and C6. 2. 
Numb, 23. 


Jam, 4. 6. 
"+ 6 Je Fo 


F.pnraim ſpake trembliagly, be was exalted in 1ſrael ; but when he off ended ig 
Baal, he dyed, And if you abide always in the ſenſe of your own weakneſs, 
and in the fear of the Majeſty of Heaven, and tremble ar his word, you may 
be aflured, that he who is the high and lofty one, that dwells in the high 
and holy place, will grant you his preſence, he will be in the midſt of you 
in all your Conſultations, and he will not leave you nor forſake you ; yea, 
the Lord your God will be with you, and the ſhout of a King among you, and 
you ſhall never want guidance, nor counſel, nor grace. The meek will he 
guide in judgment, and the meek will he teach his way : for God 7eſiieth 
the proud, but giveth grace to the humble, - | 

Now Sirs, Remember theſe commandments of the Lord, as you have 
them contained in theſe two Scriptures, Matth, 16, 24. 

Thea ſaid Feſus unto hi: Diſciples, If any man will come after me , let him 
witerly DENY HIMSELF, and take up his cr0js and follow me:and Mic.s, 8, 

He bath ſhewcd thee, O m:n, what s GO OD, and what doth the Lord thy 

Gor require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love mercy , and to walk HUMBLY . 
W119 tny Cod, | | 

And as the Lord faith of Sion, that ſh2 is graven upon the palm of his 
hands, nd her walls are continually before him ; ſo in a ſence let your du- 


. Ties contained 1n theſe Scriptures be graven upon the palms of your hands, 


Upon tne reſts of your doors, upon the walls of your houſes, and be as front- 
' . - - A : 
acts JCtween your cycs, that you may ſtill be ſtudying of how great concern- 


mentit is to you to DENY your ſclyes, to love mercy, to do juſtly, an! to 


walk HUMBLY with your God, 
Lozdon, May 5.1659. | | EL IS$c.. 


